Introduction
Under the Law of the Sea Convention (the Convention), every coastal State has a continental shelf out to 200 nautical miles (nm) from its baselines and beyond that distance if certain criteria are met.
2 Article 76 of the Convention sets forth the criteria upon which a coastal State has a continental shelf that extends beyond 200 nm and how it may gain international recognition for this area. While there is only one continental shelf, that portion beyond 200 nm is commonly referred to as the extended continental shelf or simply ECS.
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The author examined the documentation related to ECS delineations across the globe to determine a list of all areas beyond 200 nm that require one or more maritime boundaries and the States involved in each of those areas.
4 This paper also examines whether geophysical characteristics will play a role in determining maritime boundaries for those ECS areas.
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The ECS Process
Delineating the portion of the continental shelf beyond 200 nm is unlike determining the territorial sea, contiguous zone, or Exclusive Economic Zone, all of which are based on specified distances from the coastal baselines. The process to determine the outer limit of a State's ECS involves the collection and analysis 3 Some authors refer to the extended continental shelf as the "outer continental shelf." The outer continental shelf, under the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, is a statutory term that refers to the continental shelf beginning at the outer limit of each U.S. states' submerged lands (usually 3 nm from the baselines) and extending to the outer limit of U.S. jurisdiction. Further, the term extended continental shelf is not found in the Convention; it is a term of convenience that refers to that portion of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles. Also, a State does not "extend" its continental shelf, because Article 77 of the Convention provides that the rights of the coastal State over the continental shelf do not depend on occupation, effective or notional, or on any express proclamation. 4 
